
Hello, delegates! Since you’ll be involved in the events of other committees, we thought 

it was best if you had a brief summary of the other background guides. Here is some information 

on each committee, written directly by the directors of each respective committee — meaning 

that it includes all the information they think you’ll need to stay immersed during debate. Keep 

in mind that you only have to read the sections that pertain to your position. Best of luck! 

 

 

Crisis in Burkina Faso:  

Burkina Faso is a small country located in West Africa. It was colonized by the French 

right before 1900, and became independent shortly after 1950. It has a history of going through a 

harsh cycle of government, going from tyrant/dictator to violent rebellion to tyrant/dictator again. 

This committee is set in 1987. In 1987, President Thomas Sankara was assassinated by someone 

who shall remain anonymous for the purposes of this committee. He was and still is a very 

important person in the history of Burkina Faso. He gave the country its name, its national 

anthem, a new economic boom, and a very risky policy of not accepting foreign aid. He was 

opposed to any more interactions with Europe/the Western Hemisphere after experiencing 

French colonization. 

Sankara was a Marxist-Leninist, and believed that communism was the best direction for 

his country. Sankara had a very low salary, as did all the other members of his government, since 

most funds were given either to the people or to projects that would increase their quality of life. 

He organized the building of railroads, vaccinations of millions of children, and the outlawing of 

female genital mutilation. The government was and still is a parliamentary republic, there is a 



President, a Prime Minister, and a cabinet. He placed a great emphasis on the importance of a 

military presence, and most of his cabinet was made up of military personnel. 

This committee is set in the capital city, Ouaga. Sankara has just been assassinated, and 

the delegates are set on figuring out who did it, why they did it, and how to lead the country from 

there. As of 1987, Burkina Faso was in alliance with the Soviet Union, Cuba, and other West 

African countries. It was very hostile towards France, America, and the African countries which 

supported them. The delegates are various Burkinabe citizens/cabinet members, West African 

leaders, and the president of France. The positions with the most power are Blaise Compaore, his 

family, and the French president. This doesn’t mean the other positions don’t have a lot of 

power, or that they should be ignored, but these delegates should be closely followed. Some of 

them have motivation to even murder others, so expect crises of crime, surveillance, and 

violence. 

Key terms: 

Burkina Faso: the nation where this committee takes place 

Ouaga: the city where this committee takes place 

Burkinabe: the term for people from Burkina Faso 

Thomas Sankara: the former President 
Blaise Compaore: the former Prime Minister, current President 
CFA franc: the currency used in Burkina Faso 
Cabinet: the group of people advising the President and Prime Minister 
Communism: a system in which property is owned by the government and the people 
Capitalism: an economic system in which property is owned privately, by specific people 
 

Initial Topics: 
 

● Who killed Thomas Sankara 
● What should be done with them (punished, rewarded, etc.) 
● How should the country move forward 



 

 

Ad Hoc NYC:  

Ad Hoc committees are mainly based on extensive research on the position rather than 

plans or views on information included in the background guide. The topic or issue will be 

addressed on the day of the conference, meaning delegates will have to adapt and fix them 

quickly. The purpose of Ad Hoc is to embody the position and be able to work efficiently. Ad 

Hoc is also a very fast-paced committee, as delegates are challenged to tackle crises before they 

get worse. It is important to understand the ins and outs of the city as well as important factors of 

reliance in the city. (i.e. public transportation, tourism) 

This committee will take place in New York City, in November of 2019. A city home to 

8.7 million, New York City is a dream place to live in for many. It is a well-known city and 

tourist location all over the world. New York City has it all: delicious food, stunning fashion, 

amazing business and arts opportunities, and so much more. However, New York City isn’t as 

perfect as it seems; there are many issues needed to be resolved in order to keep this city in its 

best condition. This committee is called on to help resolve the ongoing issues within the city, 

whether it be big or small. New York City is known to be a fast-paced city; it needs its issues to 

be resolved in a timely manner before it all falls apart.  

Issues to Consider & Understand  

These issues are some examples of current issues going on in NYC, which may or may 

not affect crises. This may make New York City is densely populated and overcrowded, which 

directly relates to the amount of pollution in the air. NYC has crime rates below average US 



cities, but recently many officers have been injured or killed during arrests. Specifically, an 

officer was killed in the Bronx by gangs. Officers along with many citizens have been struggling 

with mental health. The NYPD is attempting to take action to start a discussion about this topic 

and decrease suicide rates. Mosquitoes in two NY counties have been found to possibly have the 

deadly EEE virus and many citizens are being advised to wear long clothing. Recently, there 

have been several accounts of child abuse such as kidnappings and sexual abuse.  

Gun and weapon abuse are still present, with several stabbings and shootings made by 

adults and teenagers. Governor Cuomo plans on placing a ban on flavored e-cigarettes within the 

state of New York in hopes of improving the health of many New Yorkers. Many children in 

Harlem and Brooklyn have been tested positive for lead paint exposure and possible lead 

poisoning. Cuomo also recently has initiated the L train slowdown, in order to make 

improvements for the L tunnel. Due to this many locals feel inconvenienced, many turning to 

Uber or Lyft.  

Positions 

NYC Ad Hoc positions all have their own unique set of portfolio powers that can affect 

the committee if the background work of their actions do not fall through efficiently. These can 

lead to scandals and exposed information to the conference in the announcement of their crises. 

Each position has some form of control and power over a specific element that affects NYC. The 

list of positions are as followed (feel free to research any scandals or information on these 

positions):  

● Andrew Cuomo (Governor of New York) 

● Bill de Blasio (Mayor of New York City) 



● Terence Monahan (Chief of New York Police Department) 

 

 

America After the Revolution: 

It’s 1789 in America. The war with Britain has finally ended, but it’s not quite over. 

Depending on your situation, life could be great, or it could be tough. For farmers returning to 

their barren fields, things weren’t looking so hopeful. For young upstarts like Alexander 

Hamilton, it was only the beginning of a tragically short yet transformative political career. 

America was struggling to keep its promise of independence while also levying taxes on poor 

farmers. Americans questioned how they could possibly stay together while the political climate 

became increasingly fractious. With no precedents on where to go and how to lead, unique and 

innovative politicians paved the way for the American political system as we know it. They 

represented the great American ideals, but also the great American contradictions. They were 

innovative, but not innovative enough. There’s beauty in division, as long as we stick together at 

the end of the day—essentially, it’s being American. No matter how turbulent the times are, we 

can all find unity in division. If we work together, we can rise above the ashes.  

Across “the pond,” France was on the verge of its very own revolution. However, the 

causes of this movement were different than the American Revolution. While the Americans 

were frustrated with British taxes and control of their economy by a foreign power, the French 

people were frustrated with the rising prices of bread. Disparity between classes and frustration 

with the ruling class led the middle and lower classes to revolt. The lower classes wanted to see 

the bread prices go down and change in the taxing policy, while the middle class was revolting in 



the name of freedom. The French Revolution became more and more violent, and other countries 

became involved. At first, many Americans were jubilant that France was following them to 

revolution. However, as the bloodshed continued, American support waivered. This situation 

proved controversial - should the United States involve itself in French affairs, or stay out of it?  

The other problem was Britain. Britain had involved itself in the French Revolution and 

was once again at war with France. Britain seized American merchant ships headed to France in 

order to secure weapons. This further complicated America’s support for the French 

revolutionaries, as supporting them would mean risking a war with Britain.  

The second topic of debate deals with America’s economic crisis post-revolution. The 

war had taken an economic toll on Americans and they struggled to pay off the debts they 

incurred. With the new Constitution being ratified in 1787, a new national government had the 

power to deal with this economic crisis. Federalists believed in a strong national government and 

insisted upon the creation of a National Bank to handle the crisis. Anti-Federalists, on the other 

hand, believed that the Constitution reserved more power for the states rather than the national 

government, so the creation of a large federal bank would be unconstitutional. The Constitution 

was meant to be a guideline for how to run the government, but the debate was over how to 

understand the Constitution. The Federalists favored a “loose” interpretation on the bank issue, 

meaning that because the Constitution didn’t specifically say that the federal government 

couldn’t create a bank, then the creation of a national bank was legal. Anti-Federalists favored a 

“strict” interpretation on the bank issue, claiming that the Constitution only gives the federal 

government the powers that are specifically outlined in the document and nothing further. The 



creation of a national bank was not necessary for carrying out Congress’s delegated powers, so 

creating a bank is illegal.  

Between political backstabbing and economic crisis, Americans were able to rise above 

the ashes to build the nation we are today. 

 

 

 

 


