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Hello, delegates! 

I can’t believe TUSMUNC II is finally here — it seems like it was just yesterday when 

Daphne and I had wrapped up our committee last year. I’m Nive Sujin Kumar, and I’m a senior 

here at The Ursuline School. I’ve been doing MUN since freshman year, and I’ve loved it ever 

since! The other director of Press Corps, Daphne, is a sophomore and has been doing MUN since 

middle school. Although we’re both a bit on the quieter side, we tend to get really loud when 

talking about Marvel (Daphne loves Loki, and I absolutely adore Tony Stark). 

We actually ran a committee together last year at TUSMUNC I, and we’re so excited to 

do it again! This year, though, we decided to run a Press Corps, in the hopes that we encourage 

delegates like us — delegates who are a bit more hesitant when debating — to really break out of 

their shell while participating in a committee that they may be more comfortable in. Press Corps 

is a writing-intensive committee, but we’re confident that you will all do great! It’s a great 

opportunity to hone your writing skills, all while participating in debate, something that other 

committees can’t quite offer you as delegates.  

We’re so, so excited to see all of you on committee day! Please don’t hesitate to reach out 

with any questions or concerns; we’re here to help! Good luck, delegates! 

Sincerely,  

Nive Sujin Kumar 

kumarn2020@ursulinenewrochelle.org 

Daphne Banino 

baninod2022@ursulinenewrochelle.org 
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What is journalism? 

Journalism is the lynchpin in a democratic society. Journalists aid with the gathering, 

analyzing, and dispersing of factual information. When the rest of society is able to digest this 

information, they’re given the chance to react, either positively or negatively. Thus, journalists 

have always been instrumental in effecting change over the course of history, with countless 

revolts and wars being started over news reports and the information they contain. 

Around the world, journalists are faced with different challenges due to the social and 

political climates they are reporting in. In many places, the safety of journalists is threated, 

purely because they release sensitive information to the public. In America, journalists are 

privileged with freedom of the press, meaning that the government is unable to place restrictions 

upon or forcefully edit news releases. However, this isn’t a universal phenomenon: a 2017 study 

showed that only thirteen percent of the countries internationally actually have a free press. 

These unjust situations continue to threaten the wellbeing of both the journalists and the public: 

journalists get killed for spreading information while citizens are forced into oblivion by their 

oppressive governments. 

For the purpose of the committee, every delegate will operate as if they are working 

under a free press, ensuring that all delegates are treated fairly.  

 

Goals of Committee 

Delegates in Press Corps will have two major things to focus on: advancing their 

respective news organization and effecting change in other committees. These go hand-in-hand – 

delegates should aim to publish well-written and relevant materials that will increase the 



popularity of their organization. The better and more pertinent to committee the piece is, the 

more likely it is that it will be distributed to members of other committees. The popularity of 

newspapers will be determined by a few factors, including the overall quality of the piece, the 

content being discussed, and how interesting the work is. Delegates should aim to publish at least 

one cover story per committee session, time-permitting.  

Delegates should also aim to influence the events of other committees. By writing 

articles, interviewing and sending notes to other delegates, and being involved in the crises 

occurring, delegates should be able to see their information changing the course of committee.  

 

Format of Committee 

Committee will take place in a different fashion than the expected format for a crisis or 

GA committee, with more delegate freedoms and a larger need for initiative than in typical 

committee format.  Delegates will have workstations set up inside of the central press corps 

headquarters where they will work on papers and conferences with other members of the 

committees.  Delegates will also have the option to attend unmoderated caucuses, debates, and 

trials for the committees they’ve been assigned to report on.  The two-delegate arrangement for 

press organizations will also allow for one member of your paper to attend any session you 

would like to report on, while the other can choose to keep working on articles, interviewing 

witnesses, etc.  Delegates can filter in and out of committee as frequently as necessary, granted 

that they have been given permission or are accompanied by a member of the Press Corps Staff. 

It is up to individual delegate parties to decide what information needs to be collected, who they 

would like to interview, what topics would be appealing to readers, and which events need to be 



shared with the general public, so as long as a clear initiative is shown delegates of the Press 

Corps have permission to go basically anywhere and meet with anyone. 

Delegates of crisis committees will be given notecards that will allow them to arrange 

meetings and request articles from the Press Corps.  You can choose to accept or deny a 

meeting/assignment, but we do recommend an initial meet-up with delegates before rejecting an 

alliance or article. 

Crisis updates will serve as press conferences, and since delegates are the representatives 

of their news organizations they will be required to attend each of them.  However, only one 

representative from each paper needs to be in attendance for each update, so if the news 

organization you are apart of needs to be working on another assignment at the same time one 

delegate may stay behind at headquarters while the other attends the announcement.  Delegates 

will also always be informed when unmoderated caucuses are taking place, so they can interview 

and make any additional announcements, but attendance during unmods is not a requirement. 

Delegates may also sit in moderated caucus if given permission by the committee chair. 

Photos will not be apart of this Press Corps committee. Drawings, however, are strongly 

encouraged to provide a visual representation for your piece, and will be greatly appreciated by 

the chairs. Some things you can in fact do in committee (although you are not limited to this list) 

are written below.  Once again, pretty much anything goes, but here are a few good starters and 

suggestions for committee:  

● Find the most scandalous, exclusive, or exciting information about committee that 

you possibly can propel public interest in your newspaper 



● Write intensive, well-organized articles that showcases your skill. These 

above-average articles will be published and delivered to committee, which will 

give you extra credit in the literary world since they will have therefore affected 

the course of the committee 

● Privately interviewing delegates and prominent figures in committee to get “dirt” 

● Publicly interview (or interrogate) delegates and prominent figures to publish in 

your newspaper 

 

Guidelines for Newspapers 

Press releases can take three general forms: short Tweets, medium-length articles, and 

cover stories. Tweets are short and direct, making them a good way to quickly update the public 

on events occurring in the committee. Tweets are the best at giving your news organization a 

small, quick popularity burst. Medium-length articles are more in-depth pieces that center around 

a specific issue. While they do briefly cover the context of the issue, the primary focus remains 

the current issue. Cover stories explain and analyze a topic, including the background of an issue, 

the key players, and the predicted outcome of the situation. Thus, the difference between 

medium-length articles and cover stories is primarily how in-depth they both go.  

Keep in mind that for more modern committees, the format of your position will look a 

little different and provide separate information than delegate positions in fantasy or historical 

simulations, like Ragnorak, World Aflame or America After the Revolution.  These modern 

simulations will test your accuracy in what you report on and how well you can stick to the style 

of your news organization, as well as the interest level and influentiality (for better or worse) of 



the piece. Fantasy and more historical reporters must pay attention to their audiences keeping in 

mind the different and unusual circumstances of the committee.  Interest level and influentiality 

is important to these committees as well.  

 

Positions — Please reference the other document posted on the Press Corps page for a brief 

explanation of individual committees.  

Ad Hoc NYC:  

● Fox News: 

Fox News delivers its stories in a more traditional and dramatic format, focusing on 

big-picture impacts.  They catch their readers up on the political choices of influential 

people in New York, and cover what is being done about hot issues currently impacting 

New York State. Formats for Fox News include short articles, longer pieces, published 

interviews, etc. Fox News tends to err on the more conservative side of things, with all of 

its anchors and responders being registered Republicans.  

● CNN: 

CNN primarily focuses on American political and economic news. They also cover 

international news, but their work is generally targeted towards Americans and United 

States affairs. As CNN is one of the most prominent news networks, they have a large 

amount of influence over the people of New York. CNN is a more liberal network, with 

all of its anchors and responders being registered Democrats. 

 

Ragnarok, the World Aflame: 



● Hermod/Hermóðr: 

Those working for Hermóðr (English: Hermod), the god of messages and news, are 

expected to upkeep the standard of Asgardian news by reporting the deeds of 

high-ranking nobility and communicating events transpiring at the upcoming summit in a 

reassuring way.  Since the news stream is overseen and commissioned by an unknown 

god, Hermod’s work should be reflective of how well all of the ruling parties are working 

to fix the problem at hand, and portray the gods of Asgard in a dignified light.  Hermod 

prides himself with delivering factual, anti-scandal news, unlike his dirty rival the BBW, 

but occasionally, in order to keep his commissioner happy, some adjustments must be 

made to his stories that make them a little less honest…  

 

 

● Bifrost Bi-Weekly:  

BBW is a news organization established by the people of Asgard as a way to channel 

news usually restricted to nobility to all concerned (and curious) Asgardians.  Because of 

its focus on high-level politics and royal/noble scandal, the Bifrost Bi-Weekly is not 

always a trusted source of information, and is often put on the same shelf as other 

tabloids in the realm.  However, this does not mean that reports from this upcoming 

convention will be untrustworthy since the newspaper has recently been funded by 

Asgard’s only Thor, Son of Odin, who’s counting on you to deliver news to the people of 

Asgard in a true light.  However knowing you may lose customers if the paper isn’t 



exciting or gravitating enough does bring to mind some exaggerations and white lies that, 

when published, probably wouldn’t make a difference to the general public…  

 

Crisis in Burkina Faso:  

● Buzzfeed:  

Buzzfeed News is known for its short, informative snippets of news delivered in a more 

fresh and exciting format.  Buzzfeed reporters zero in on pop culture and celebrity news, 

such as how an influential figure might react to a situation, or what shocking new rumors 

are currently going viral. Formats that Buzzfeed often uses include short news articles, 

quizzes, posts with pictures and captions, etc. Buzzfeed should strike a balance between 

seriously reporting on events unfolding, as well as keeping up with the juicier details. 

 

 

● The New York Times:  

The New York Times, though based in New York City, is known worldwide for their 

reporting. The NYT covers all sorts of issues, ranging from economic problems to social 

uprests, and errs on the more liberal side of politics. Thus, the NYT has a unique 

perspective on the crisis in Burkina Faso: while they’re reporting from America, they 

have an interest in the ongoing affairs of the world. Consequently, the NYT will report on 

the actual events occurring in Burkina Faso, as well as their impact on other countries, 

primarily America.  

 



America After the Revolution:  

● Pennsylvania Gazette:  

The Pennsylvania Gazette was one of the most prominent newspapers in colonial 

America, with roots dating back before the American Revolution had started. Benjamin 

Franklin had bought the company at one point and frequently published pieces (although, 

remember, for the purposes of this committee, delegates will not be acting as if they are 

Benjamin Franklin!). The newspaper was a prime spot for merchants to advertise their 

goods, as well as for colonists to learn of international affairs. Thus, the Pennsylvania 

Gazette was a hub for both domestic and international news.  

● The Boston-News Letter:  

Before the Revolution, the Boston News-Letter was primarily concerned with British 

affairs, as it was heavily dependent upon for financial support. However, the Boston 

News-Letter wasn’t just a simple newspaper about European news — it was not above 

publishing sensationalized stories, even heavily focusing on pirates at one point, which 

greatly captivated the audience. Due to the newly forged independence from Britain, 

though, the newspaper must find new footing on their own and begin to focus closely on 

domestic events (although, they will not completely forget their roots!).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


