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Letter from the Chairs 
Dear Delegates,  

Welcome to TUSMUNCII! My name is Domenica “Nica” Voli and I am your crisis 
director for this committee. I created this committee based off the Broadway show, Hamilton, 
with help from my wonderful crisis analyst, Taryn Comizio. However, this committee will be 
focusing more on the real life events than the contents of the show. I’d like for you to account for 
the context of American history after the American Revolution, in addition to using your 
character’s personality as shown in the musical. 

I’m so excited to dive into late 18th century America with all of you. It was truly a 
turbulent time in our nation’s history; imagine fighting a war, then having to pick up the pieces 
and create an entire system of government entirely new (Or not new, one could argue). There 
were so many competing forces at play; how do you create a strong government while preserving 
liberty? How do we define liberty? At stake is the success of our new nation, and the path we 
choose now will define its future. 

Next, I’d like to clarify a few things. Taryn and I know this committee would be taking 
place during a time when slavery was a circumstance for many people in this country. Slavery is, 
in every circumstance, unjust and wrong. Therefore, no delegate in this committee should defend 
slavery in any way. The fact is that some founding fathers did own slaves. However, the virtue of 
the founding fathers is not the topic of debate - it is the issues that plagued a young nation rising 
out of the ashes.  

On a lighter note, Crisis humbly requests that you sign your crisis notes in Broadway 
fashion. “A. Ham”, “A.Burr”, or any other variety of pen names would be much appreciated. 
These characters are complicated and have so many different interests, ideas, and motives - have 
fun and get creative!  

If you have any questions or just feel like reaching out to us. We can’t wait to hear from 
you! 

Sincerely,  
Domenica Voli ‘20  
volid2020@ursulinenewrochelle.org 
Taryn Comizio ‘20 
comiziot2020@ursulinenewrochelle.org  

 
Are we a nation of states? What’s the state of our nation? 

— Alexander Hamilton (Hamilton: An American Musical)  
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Setting 

It’s 1789 in America. The war with Britain has finally ended, but it’s not quite over. 

Depending on your situation, life could be great, or it could be tough. For farmers returning to 

their barren fields, things weren’t looking so hopeful. For young upstarts like Alexander 

Hamilton, it was only the beginning of a tragically short yet transformative political career. 

America was struggling to keep its promise of independence while also levying taxes on poor 

farmers. Americans questioned how they could possibly stay together while the political climate 

became increasingly fractious. With no precedents on where to go and how to lead, unique and 

innovative politicians paved the way for the American political system as we know it. They 

represented the great American ideals, but also the great American contradictions. They were 

innovative, but not innovative enough. There’s beauty in division, as long as we stick together at 

the end of the day—essentially, it’s being American. No matter how turbulent the times are, we 

can all find unity in division. If we work together, we can rise above the ashes.  

  



Topics of Debate 

Topic 1: Foreign Affairs  

“The issue on the table… France is on the verge of war with England. Now do we 
provide aid and troops to our French allies, or should we stay out of it?”  

- George Washington (Hamilton: An American Musical) 

European Affairs, 1789 

In 1789, France was on the verge of its very own revolution. However, the causes of this 

movement were different than the American Revolution. While the Americans were frustrated 

with British taxes and control of their economy by a foreign power, the French people were 

frustrated with the rising prices of bread. The French state was split into three social classes, 

called Estates: the clergy was the First Estate, the noblemen were the Second Estate, and 

everyone from the middle class to poor peasants made up the Third Estate. The problem was that 

98% of the people made up the Third Estate and paid all the taxes. The First and Second Estate 

held most of the land and money, yet they were exempt from taxes. Therefore, the majority of 

people could not afford bread because they had to carry the tax burden. The French monarchy 

under Louis XVI was in a lot of debt, since the king chose to live lavishly and was involved in 

expensive European wars. The French middle class, inspired by the idea that “all men are created 

equal,” and the fact that they were barred from being involved in government (since they were 

part of the Third Estate), created the National Assembly on June 1789. The goal was to create a 

constitutional monarchy—like an executive branch, a king is limited by the powers outlined in a 

constitution. The Marquis de Lafayette drafted a constitution called the “Declaration of the 

Rights of Man and of Citizen” in August of 1789. 



The constitutional monarchy soon dissolved when the National Assembly failed to 

address the high bread prices that angered so many starving peasants. Things took a radical turn 

when peasants stormed the Bastille, a royal prison where political prisoners were held. Riots 

continued as monarchists (those who supported the king) were executed and the Catholic Church 

was made a department of the state, yet the bread prices remained high. The king and queen fled 

the turbulence in Paris but were caught at Varennes trying to escape France. The monarchy 

effectively became prisoners to the Parisian mob. As a result, the kings of Austria and Prussia 

issued the Declaration of Pillnitz, which threatened military action in order to restore the French 

monarchy. Soon, the Jacobin Club was formed, a group of radical republicans who feared 

Austrian and Prussian invasion. In 1792, the National Assembly declared war on Austria and 

began a round of European wars sprouting from the turbulence of the French Revolution.  

France then became a radical republic called the National Convention under the Jacobins, 

who launched a Reign of Terror on anyone that held beliefs contrary to the revolution. People 

who were political opponents of the Jacobins or were Catholic were guillotined on the daily. The 

National Convention declared war on Austria, Britain, Prussia, and Spain (called the First 

Coalition) in 1793 in order to spread the ideas of the revolution all over Europe. 

 Soon, the bloodshed in France was overwhelming and the National Convention was 

overthrown and replaced with the Directory, a five-man group of moderate republicans. The 

Directory, like the other revolutionary governments, was unsuccessful in lowering bread prices 

and people remained dissatisfied with the government. When Parisians tried to overthrow the 

Directory, a young general named Napoleon Bonaparte put down the riot. Eventually, Napoleon 

staged a coup d’etat and became emperor of France. He issued the Napoleonic Code, which 



guaranteed equality of all male citizens before the law, lower taxes, an independent peasantry, 

and a merit system so that everyone could succeed. However, Napoleon also instituted secret 

police to root out opponents. 

Napoleon and his French Army, now more efficient and larger due to mass conscription, 

fought nearly all of Europe: Austria, Russia, Sweden, and Britain. Now all of Europe is either 

conquered by Napoleon or in an alliance with him, except Britain. He instituted the Continental 

System, an embargo to halt trade between Europe and Britain, in order to try and ruin Britain 

economically. The plan backfired and instead ruined the economies of France and its allies 

because they were dependent on Britain for manufactured goods. With his army in shambles, 

Napoleon once again fought against Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, but this time he was 

not so successful. The Napoleonic Empire collapsed and Napoleon was exiled to the island of 

Elba in 1814. Napoleon was permanently exiled to the island of St. Helena, where he died.  

 

Effects on Americans 

At first, many Americans were jubilant that France was following them to revolution. 

Many French noblemen, such as Lafayette, had fought in the American Revolution and trained 

the American army. The Americans had an alliance with King Louis XVI and were supplied with 

French funds and weapons. The French were willing to provide these measures because the king 

wanted revenge on Britain for the Seven Years War (also known as the French and Indian War), 

where France lost all of its North American colonies to Britain. Thus, the U.S. and France had a 

close relationship. 



Americans were excited by the Declaration of the Rights of Man, which granted civil 

liberties just like the Bill of Rights. As the riots grew increasingly violent and the king was 

executed by radical revolutionaries, Americans lost their enthusiasm for the French Revolution. 

The Reign of Terror effectively ended American support for that Revolution. French émigrés 

(noblemen who were scared of being executed by the radicals) flooded into the United States. 

There was an increasing fear that Jacobin spies were among them, attempting rebellion. 

Another problem was Britain. At war with France once again in 1793, Britain seized 

American merchant ships headed to France in order to search it for weapons. In addition, Britain 

impressed American sailors, meaning they kidnapped them and forced them into the British 

navy. This is because the British needed more sailors to maintain their blockade of French ports. 

If Americans gave aid to the French revolutionaries, they would be declaring war on Britain as 

well. War with Britain would surely be costly, yet Britain continuously abused American 

sovereignty. Weighing the risks of these actions, should America have helped the French, or stay 

neutral?  

Hamilton vs Jefferson  

Hamilton and Jefferson held opposite views on the French Revolution. Hamilton 

reasoned that America did not have to support France in their revolution because the treaty 

signed with France during the Revolutionary War was with the now-dead King Louis XVIThe 

U.S. could not afford to go to war. Hamilton thought the bloodshed in France was unnecessary 

and did not represent the same ideas that Americans had fought for in their own revolution. 

However, Hamilton did become close friends with the émigrés, most of them being noblemen 

with moderate republican ideas. Hamilton donated food and clothing to émigrés settling in the 



U.S. since all their wealth and status had been left behind in France and they had been persecuted 

by the Jacobins.   1

Jefferson believed that America should give aid to France in return for the help they 

provided during the American Revolution. He saw that France was fighting against the tyranny 

of a monarchy similar to the way that America had fought against Britain. Jefferson 

acknowledged the bloodshed in France, but reasoned it was necessary for freedom. As Jefferson 

was labeled as a “Francophile,” Americans clamored for war against France after the XYZ 

Affair, in which French officials tried to blackmail American diplomats. This resulted in the 

Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798, which gave the government power to imprison those who spoke 

out against American officials and allowed the president to deport foreigners. America launched 

a “Quasi-War” against France, where American ships engaged in some naval skirmishes against 

the French navy, but never erupted into full-scale war.  

  

1 Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, (New York, Penguin Books), 463-467.  



Topic 2: Bank Issue  

“But Hamilton forgets - his plan would have the government assume state's debts. 
Now, place your bets as to who that benefits: the very seat of government where 
Hamilton sits!” 

- Thomas Jefferson (Hamilton: An American Musical) 

“If we assume the debts, the union gets a new line of credit, a financial diuretic.  
How do you not get it, if we're aggressive and competitive, the union gets a boost, 
you'd rather give it a sedative?” 

- Alexander Hamilton (Hamilton: An American Musical)  

Economic Status of the United States, 1789 

 There were several economic problems that the new nation had to face after the war with 

Britain. The war had primarily taken place on American lands, leaving the countryside 

devastated; in addition, most of the men who had fought in the war were farmers and had not 

been able to care for their crops. Since the colonial economy was largely based on agriculture, 

this presented a problem for the new republic. The other main facet of the American economy 

was overseas trade. After the war, Britain maintained its status as a trade juggernaut; they 

controlled the seas with their massive fleet of ships and also held the lucrative Carribean sugar 

colonies. Due to the bad relations following the war, American trade with Britain was restricted. 

Since Britain could manufacture and trade goods quickly and cheaply, their goods were more 

appealing to Americans as opposed to the more expensive American-made goods.   2

Most importantly, the United States was struggling to deal with debt accumulated as a 

result of war. The U.S. needed to repay its loans to France, which came to over 2 million dollars. 

The U.S. also borrowed money from Dutch investors and the Spanish government.  France had 3

lent weapons, ammunition, ships, money, and their military officers to the U.S. Furthermore, 

2"The Economic Crisis of the 1780s." Ushistory.org. Accessed July 21, 2019. 
http://www.ushistory.org/us/14d.asp.  
3 U.S. Department of State. Accessed July 21, 2019. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1784-1800/loans.  

http://www.ushistory.org/us/14d.asp
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1784-1800/loans


Congress printed more and more of the new Continental dollars in order to pay off the loans, but 

this only devalued the already unstable currency. This led to hyperinflation - the price of goods 

increased and the value of the currency drastically decreased, causing economic distress for 

consumers. 

The Cabinet Battle  

The presidential cabinet is a body which was never once mentioned in the Constitution; 

Washington created it on his own. The first cabinet in U.S. history consisted of Alexander 

Hamilton (Secretary of Treasury), Thomas Jefferson (Secretary of State), Henry Knox (Secretary 

of War), and Edmund Randolph (Attorney General). Washington’s cabinet consisted of only four 

department heads, so each one held a considerable amount of power.   4

In 1790, Alexander Hamilton proposed the creation of a National Bank. The purpose of 

the bank was to build a stable American economy. Of course, Hamilton and Jefferson once again 

collided, this time over the constitutionality of the Bank. 

Hamilton believed that a National Bank would bring the states together. He proposed that 

the federal government assume, or take up, every state’s debt from the war and pay it off through 

federal taxes. This idea was controversial because up until that point, the United States had acted 

largely as a loose association of states and not as a nation. Each state individual state had its own 

currency and each was paying off its own debt. Trade between states was a complicated process 

due to currency exchanges.  

The National Bank was designed to be a central bank where individuals could invest their 

money. Because the National Bank was a private bank, the board of directors would be 

4 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 289  



individuals protecting their own collective interests. This made the Bank liable to corruption, so 

to protect the public interest, Hamilton proposed that the federal government become a minority 

stockholder and thus have some influence over the board of directors. If individuals invested 

their money, it would boost the nation’s credit and stimulate the economy.  The idea was that the 5

government’s actions to aid in the debt crisis would reassure and inspire investors to get 

involved. Hamilton once wrote, “‘If a Government appears to be confident of its own powers, it 

is the surest way to inspire the same confidence in others’” .  6

The last issue was paper money. Money was scarce already because it consisted of gold 

and silver coins, materials that are hard to come by. The U.S. had a bad experience with paper 

money; during the war, Congress had printed so many Continental dollars that the currency was 

practically worthless. Hamilton argued that paper currency was easier to handle and if done 

correctly, could avoid inflation. All that was needed was a central bank to regulate how much 

paper money appeared in circulation; if the bank issued too much paper, individuals could 

exchange it for gold and silver. This curbs inflation and creates a stable currency that has value.  7

Lastly, Hamilton considered the National Bank constitutional because it was an implied 

power of Congress. The Constitution never says explicitly to create a National Bank; however, 

the “Necessary and Proper” Clause, also known as the “Elastic Clause” says that Congress can 

do whatever it feels is necessary to solve a problem. This clause is so controversial because it is 

so vague - what is meant by “necessary and proper”? Does this give Congress unbridled power? 

How far is too far?  

5 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 348-349 
6 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 288 
7 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 348  



Jefferson opposed Hamilton’s bank plan for several reasons. First, assuming all the 

states’ debts into a federal debt was unfair because some states, especially in the South, had 

already paid off their debts. Essentially, some states would be asked to pay for the remaining 

debts of other states; remember that at this point, states did not quite consider themselves a part 

of one, unified nation. Up until this point, the Constitution was new and people didn’t know 

exactly how it would be used or how its laws would be executed. In fact, the Constitution never 

says that Congress can or should establish a National Bank. Jefferson preferred a strict 

interpretation of the Constitution and opposed the big centralized government apparatus that 

Hamilton was proposing. Jefferson believed that the bank, with its private investors and board of 

directors, would become corrupt and would not handle the money with the public interest in 

mind. The bank, he felt, was already corrupt because the only people who were able to invest 

were wealthy people; poorer people, such as Southern farmers, didn’t have the money to invest 

in the bank. So, the bank would largely serve the wealthy people’s interest because the board of 

directors would be made up largely of wealthy people.  

Jefferson represented the view of state’s rights. He believed that most of the power, 

including the power to tax, should belong to the states. Americans were particularly weary of 

federal taxes because it reminded them of the British taxes, which they had rebelled against. In 

their eyes, the federal government would become this faraway power that was taking their 

money and not directly benefiting them. Americans simply didn’t trust big government.  

The debate between Hamilton and Jefferson represented growing regionally and 

politically. Hamilton’s bank proposal benefitted people who had money, primarily New England 

manufacturers or New York businessmen. Hamilton felt that the future of America—the way it 



would become a wealthy, prosperous nation—lay in trade, manufacturing, and business. 

Jefferson held the opposite belief. He saw America’s future in an agricultural economy and the 

farmers who the bank would not benefit. Therefore, there was an increasing divide between 

Northern industrialists who were “pro-bank”, and Southern farmers who were “anti-bank”. 

Additionally, Hamilton and Jefferson represented a political divide over how the government 

should operate. Those who supported Hamilton were the Federalists and wanted big government 

to unify states but also have power over states. Jefferson and his supporters, the Anti-Federalists, 

wanted small, local governments to hold the bulk of the power so that the American people 

would not be subject to tyranny. Big government is more efficient, but is it worth your freedom?   8

At the root of this debate is Federalists versus Anti-Federalists. Keep in mind the public 

reaction, constitutionality, and the “necessity” and “properness” of everything you intend to 

propose.  

  

8 National Bank Power Point by Elise Stevens Wilson. The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, 
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/content/battle-over-bank-hamilton-v-jefferson  

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/content/battle-over-bank-hamilton-v-jefferson


Positions  

Alexander Hamilton: Young, ambitious, witty, but not unkind or modest, Alexander has the 

desire to “rise up” from his low status of an immigrant. According to his enemies, he was the 

illegitimate son of a Scottish nobleman and a Caribbean woman - a reputation he was eager to 

cast off. Like his young republic, Alexander needs to prove to the American people and his 

political enemies that this immigrant is worthy of recognition. Hamilton has been accused by his 

enemies of being a monarchist because his plan that he presented to the Constitutional 

Convention consisted of senators that served for life and an executive with absolute power to 

veto.  Alexander supports a strong central government over states’ rights, and his vision for the 9

United States was that of a trading and manufacturing superpower (similar to Britain) with a 

strong economy based in stock markets. He advocated for a strong military and founded the US 

Coast Guard. His most important creation and his undoubted legacy is the Bank of the United 

States, designed to pay off debts from the Revolutionary War through a “trickle-down” policy 

where wealthy people and businessmen would invest, thus stimulating the economy. It also made 

it possible for the federal government to print paper money that actually had value (unlike under 

the Articles of Confederation, where the paper bills were practically useless so each individual 

state decided to print their own paper money). During this committee, Hamilton is serving as 

Secretary of the Treasury under President Washington. 

Eliza Schuyler Hamilton: Eliza is the second daughter of General Philip Schuyler. She is a 

modest young woman, but she desires to be apart of the revolutionary fervor. “Look around, look 

around, and how lucky we are to be alive right now”.  Eliza delights in the flowery rhetoric of 10

9 "Constitutional Convention (United States)," Wikipedia, February 11, 2019, accessed February 24, 2019, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_Convention_(United_States).  
10 Miranda, Lin Manuel. Hamilton: An American Musical. Atlantic Records, 2015, MP3. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_Convention_(United_States)


revolutionary America, but the Founding Fathers have decided that women should not be apart 

of building America. According to Chernow, Eliza had a “gentle manner, Dutch tenacity, and 

quiet humor” and her dark eyes were marked by “a sharp intelligence, a fiercely indomitable 

spirit, and a memory that refused to surrender the past”.  Even as a 90-year-old widow, Eliza 11

was committed to preserving and glorifying the memory of her husband. Undoubtedly, Eliza 

holds a great deal of influence in her society as both the daughter of a wealthy Revolutionary 

War general and also the wife of Alexander Hamilton. She has plenty of political connections 

through the wives of politicians and generals. Later in life, Eliza founded a private orphanage in 

New York City, a project which she cared for tremendously even in her old age (Eliza outlived 

her husband by 50 years, living well into her 90’s). The orphanage actually exists today - it’s 

called Graham Windham, and it’s the oldest non-profit and non-sectarian child welfare agency in 

America.  12

Angelica Schuyler Church: According to Ron Chernow, Angelica would have been better 

suited to be Hamilton’s wife, rather than her sensible sister, Eliza. As the oldest Schuyler sister, 

Angelica is ambitious, witty, and flirtatious. She has a duty to her family to marry rich - which is 

why she marries John B. Church, a wealthy Englishman, in 1777. Angelica is known to have 

close friendships with many politicians, including Thomas Jefferson and, of course, Hamilton. 

While in Paris in late 1787, Angelica (who ran a salon*) and her friend Maria Cosway both 

exchanged flirtatious notes with Jefferson. Angelica is very interested in politics and wants to 

become involved. She’s constantly writing to Hamilton for news on the latest political issues and 

takes a special interest in women’s rights, claiming that upon meeting Thomas Jefferson, she’ll 

11  Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, (New York, Penguin Books), 1. 
12 Weiss, Lauren. “What Eliza Hamilton Left Behind.” The New York Public Library. The New York Public 
Library, December 5, 2018. https://www.nypl.org/blog/2016/11/08/what-eliza-hamilton-left-behind.  

https://www.nypl.org/blog/2016/11/08/what-eliza-hamilton-left-behind


“compel him to include women in the sequel (to the Declaration of Independence)”. Angelica is 

willing to work to extend liberty and equality to women, and her social charm and political 

prowess make it possible for her to do it. [*Note: a salon, in early Modern France, is a hub for 

writers, politicians, and intellectuals to gather and discuss revolutionary ideas. Salons were often 

hosted by women in their living rooms.] 

Thomas Jefferson: As the Ambassador to France during the Revolutionary War, Jefferson was 

an important figure in gaining France’s recognition and aid for the Americans. Jefferson was not 

present at the Constitutional Convention, and had no idea what the new government would look 

like. Yet, when he returned to the U.S., he was immediately given the title of Secretary of State. 

Hamilton had been unrivaled thus far, but Jefferson’s return marks the beginning of arguably one 

of the most famous rivalries in American history. Jefferson was the complete opposite of 

Hamilton. “Jeffersonian republicanism” is a term used to describe Jefferson’s vision for a 

republic with an economy largely based in agriculture. Jefferson deplored the idea of a Bank, 

which he claimed was an abuse of Congressional power. Jefferson did not want the federal 

government to assume state debt because it meant taxes for the South, who came out of the war 

with little to no debt. Hamilton thought that the national debt would unify the states into one 

Union since they all had to share the cost of the war. The Hamilton-Jefferson relationship was so 

bitter that Jefferson and Madison plotted to get Hamilton removed from office during 

Washington’s second term.  

Aaron Burr: There are many similarities between Hamilton and Burr, but their differences are 

much more important. Burr was orphaned at the age of two.  He served in the Continental Army 13

13 "Aaron Burr," Wikipedia, February 12, 2019, accessed February 24, 2019, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Burr.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Burr


and acquired the field command Hamilton so desperately wanted. (Washington eventually 

relented and gave Hamilton a field command at the Battle of Yorktown in 1781.) Burr’s defining 

character trait is summed up in this clever line: “If you stand for nothing, Burr, what will you fall 

for?” Burr goes with whatever political agenda will allow him to climb to the top, but his 

constantly changing position on issues leads to the people’s lack of trust. Hamilton, on the other 

side, “always says what he believe[s].” Both Hamilton and Burr began law careers after the war, 

and Hamilton quickly ascended to the top (as Lin-Manuel Miranda put it simply, “Burr worked 

next door.”) Both were successful lawyers, but Hamilton outshined Burr in that he was 

passionate and intense (and talked way too much...), while Burr was “succinct [and] persuasive.” 

Throughout the musical, the Burr-Hamilton rivalry grows as one common theme persists: action 

versus inaction. Burr consistently displays inaction, evidenced when he insists on “wait[ing] for 

it” and not helping Hamilton write the Federalist Papers because he’s too scared that the 

Constitution will fail and his parents’ legacy will die in disgrace.  Burr is trying to maintain his 14

parents’ legacy; Hamilton simply has to build his up, and he’s willing to pay any cost to do so. 

Hamilton has nothing to lose if he fails politically, while Burr has everything to lose, most 

importantly his family reputation. As a result, Burr exhibits constant restraint until the point 

where he’s had enough - ambition takes over. But ambition is unnatural to Burr’s character, 

which is why it ends up being his downfall. Burr blames Hamilton for his political failures; 

Burr’s unwillingness to take risks holds back his career and when Burr finally does decide to act, 

it ends up being the worst decision of his life.  15

14 Miranda, Lin Manuel. Hamilton: An American Musical. Atlantic Records, 2015, MP3. 
15 Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, (New York, Penguin Books), 192-193.  



James Madison: Madison was originally a proponent of a strong central government, like 

Hamilton. He studied the ancient republics of Greece and Rome. In Federalist #10, he defended 

his idea that the structure of the Roman and Athenian republics could work on a larger scale in 

America: “Hence, it clearly appears, that the same advantage which a republic has over a 

democracy, in controlling the effects of faction, is enjoyed by a large over a small republic,–is 

enjoyed by the Union over the States composing it”.  Madison’s Virginia Plan, calling for three 16

separate branches of government with checks and balances, was monumental in creating the 

structure of the U.S. government. However, Madison was estranged from the Federalist point of 

view when he and Hamilton began to disagree over Hamilton’s financial plan. Madison and 

Jefferson were southerners, and Hamilton’s plan calling for high tariffs on imports made goods 

expensive for Southerners (who relied on manufactured goods from Britain), but protected 

Northern industry from European competition. Madison felt that creating a Bank of the United 

States was beyond the powers of Congress.  

John Laurens: Laurens was the son of a wealthy South Carolinian planter who owned numerous 

slaves. Contrary to his upbringing, Laurens was deeply concerned with the abolitionist cause. 

Hamilton and Laurens had such a deep relationship, they were said to be inseparable; although 

there is little evidence of a homosexual relationship, Chernow suggests that Hamilton 

“developed something like an adolescent crush on his friend.”  Laurens was intelligent, 17

passionate, and fiery, willing to die for the ideals of the Revolution - essentially, he was the 

perfect counterpart of Hamilton. Besides being skillful on the battlefield, Laurens established the 

16 Madison, James. “Federalist Papers No. 10.” Bill of Rights Institute, n.d. 
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/founding-documents/primary-source-documents/the-federalist-papers/federa
list-papers-no-10/.  
17 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 95.  

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/founding-documents/primary-source-documents/the-federalist-papers/federalist-papers-no-10/
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/founding-documents/primary-source-documents/the-federalist-papers/federalist-papers-no-10/


first all-black battalion and hoped that after serving in the Continental Army, Congress would 

grant them freedom. This goal was never realized because Laurens died in battle near the 

Combahee River in 1782, where he tried to ambush a British force (neither side knew the war 

had basically ended at Yorktown). His death had a profound effect on Hamilton, who didn’t 

forge friendships easily and never found another friend like Laurens. Laurens would have been 

Hamilton’s “steadfast colleague,”  much like Madison was to Jefferson. However, for the 18

purposes of this committee, John Laurens survived his skirmish with the British, although he was 

shot in the leg and now walks with a limp. Laurens became a lawyer and was elected as a 

congressman representing his home state of South Carolina. 

Hercules Mulligan: Born in Ireland in 1740, Hercules Mulligan was an immigrant who owned a 

clothing store in New York City. Mulligan lived with Alexander Hamilton while Hamilton was 

attending King’s College (now Columbia University). He is credited with converting Hamilton 

to the Patriot cause, since Hamilton originally thought British rule over the colonies was 

justified. Mulligan took measurements for many British businessmen and officers; under this 

guise, he actually was acquiring information about British whereabouts in the colonies. He 

gathered this information and sent it to General Washington via his slave, Cato. Mulligan was a 

member of the Sons of Liberty and was involved in many a skirmish with British officers.  19

Mulligan was known for being a cheerful salesman who was very talkative. He would often have 

long, late-night discussions with Hamilton on the topics of independence and freedom. Mulligan 

wrote, “Mr. H. used in the evenings to sit with my family and my brother’s family and write 

18 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 173. 
19 “The Legend of Hercules Mulligan.” Central Intelligence Agency. Central Intelligence Agency, July 7, 
2016. 
https://www.cia.gov/news-information/featured-story-archive/2016-featured-story-archive/the-legend-of-he
rcules-mulligan.html.  
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doggerel rhymes for their amusement; he was always amiable and cheerful and extremely 

attentive to his books”.  After the war, Mulligan joined the New York Manumission Society, 20

“an early American organization founded to promote the abolition of slavery.” Mulligan was one 

of the unsung heroes of the American Revolution, because without his spy work, the war might 

not have been won.  

Marquis de Lafayette: Lafayette was 19 when he sailed to America to fight in the revolution. 

Both his parents had died by the time he was 13, but he came from a noble family and therefore 

had inherited a huge amount of wealth. At age 16, he married a 14-year-old. During the 

Revolutionary War, he served as a line of communication between the Americans and King 

Louis XVI. Hamilton, Laurens, and Lafayette formed an inseparable trio under General 

Washington. Like Hamilton with Laurens, Lafayette might have had romantic feelings for 

Hamilton, but it cannot be proven. The most we can say is that the three of them were devoted to 

one another.  Lafayette went back to France after the war and tried to bring democracy when 21

France was plagued by riots and a National Assembly was established. He was inspired by the 

ideals of the American Revolution and wanted to bring freedom to France. In 1789, Lafayette 

wrote the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, which outlined the individual 

rights of citizens. Jefferson had helped Lafayette review the document just before he went back 

to the U.S. That July 1789, angry mobs stormed the Bastille and people marched the streets with 

heads on pikes. In this committee, Lafayette needs to successfully lobby the Americans to help 

with the growing unrest in France. Lafayette wants to establish a republic like in America in 

20 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 41.  
21 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 96-97. 



France with the king (a constitutional monarchy). This means that Lafayette needs to reach out to 

his closest friend - Hamilton.  

James Monroe: Monroe, another Virginian (alongside Jefferson and Madison) was elected to 

the Senate in 1790. The three men formed the foundation of the Democratic-Republican party, 

which wanted to decrease federal control and protect individual rights. As Hamilton gained 

power and the Treasury grew, the Republicans looked for ways to discredit Hamilton and ruin 

his career. By following the money, they believed that Hamilton had embezzled money from the 

Treasury because they saw that $1,000 had been made out to Mr. Reynolds. In reality, he was 

being blackmailed by Mr. Reynolds, the husband of Mrs. Reynolds with whom Hamilton had an 

affair.  Monroe confronted Hamilton on the discrepancies in his finances, and Hamilton 

confessed to having an affair. Although Hamilton made Monroe swear he wouldn’t tell anyone, 

Monroe gave the letters written by Hamilton to Mrs. Reynolds to a Mr. Beckley, who copied 

them and shared them with Jefferson.  In this way, Jefferson was able to spread rumors about 22

Hamilton being a dishonest man - even though he did not engage in speculation. Monroe would 

later become the 5th President of the U.S.  

John Jay: Jay was a New York politician with a knack for diplomacy. He served as Ambassador 

to Spain from 1779 to 1782 and tried to gain an alliance with Spain. Jay wanted a strong central 

government and wrote the Federalist Papers with Hamilton and Madison. Jay’s essays were 

mostly about foreign affairs since that was his specialty.  After the Constitution was ratified, Jay 23

was appointed by Washington to be the first Supreme Court Chief Justice While he was Chief 

Justice, Jay was sent to Britain by Washington to negotiate a treaty. Britain had not gotten over 

22 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 414-417.  
23 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 247.  



the loss of the colonies and continued to block American exports. They still occupied forts along 

the frontier, which they had agreed to vacate in the Treaty of Paris. Britain also practiced 

impressment, where they seized American trading ships, searched it for weapons and 

ammunition, and kidnapped American sailors. Britain was afraid that the Americans were 

sending military supplies to France (with whom Britain was fighting a war) and they also needed 

extra sailors so they could continue to blockade France. America wanted to keep trade relations 

with both Britain and France, but soon got caught in the crossfire between the two nations. The 

treaty Jay negotiated (Jay’s Treaty) was largely criticized because it favored British interests. 

Hamilton had met with Jay and wanted him to get British compensation for the vessels they had 

seized, but at the same time, he wanted closer economic ties with Britain.  In Jay’s Treaty, 24

Britain agreed to pay damages for recent seizures of American ships but made the U.S. pay 

pre-Revolutionary War debts still owed to the British, and it failed to stop the British from 

seizing ships and impressing sailors. The treaty may have delayed the War of 1812, but Jay’s 

popularity declined - people burned his effigy so much he joked that he could travel from Boston 

to Philadelphia at night by the light of his burning effigies.  25

John Adams: At this time in committee, Adams is serving as vice president for the  Washington 

administration. Adams was famous for his fiery temper. Ironically, it was one of the reasons for 

Hamilton (who also had a bit of a temper) didn’t like Adams. Indeed, mutual dislike sprung from 

the competition between the two men. While the men who made up the cabinet (Hamilton, 

Jefferson, Henry Knox, and Edmund Randolph) had a lot of power and could influence 

Washington’s decisions, the vice presidency was largely a ceremonial role: “Vice President John 

24 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 462.  
25 History.com Staff, "John Jay," History.com, 2010, accessed February 24, 2019, 
https://css.history.com/topics/john-jay.  
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Adams was largely excluded from the administration’s decision-making apparatus, a demotion in 

power that could only have sharpened his envy of young Hamilton”.  Hamilton often criticized 26

Adams for talking long summer vacations in Massachusetts (“Angelica, tell this man John 

Adams spends the summer with his family / Angelica, tell my wife John Adams doesn’t have a 

real job anyway”).  Later, in the election of 1796, Hamilton endorsed Thomas Pinckney as the 27

Federalist-leaning candidate over Adams; Hamilton wrote of  Adams’ “disgusting egotism, the 

distempered jealousy, and the ungovernable discretion”. When Adams was elected the second 

president of the U.S., he fired Hamilton from his cabinet post (for using his political connections 

to try and get Pinckney elected) and levied a series of personal attacks at him (called Hamilton a 

“Creole bastard”).  During his presidency, Adams once took an 8-month long vacation. 28

Hamilton’s workaholic attitude grated on the less dedicated Adams.  

Patrick Henry: Patrick Henry is renowned for his oratory and rhetorical debate skills, which led 

to an illustrious career as a lawyer. Practicing law during a time when tensions between the 

colonies and Britain were on the rise, Henry frequently argued the doctrine of natural rights, 

which would later become a central argument for American Patriots. You might have heard the 

phrase “give me liberty or give me death” - Patrick Henry is the man who said it at the Virginia 

Convention in 1775, surrounded by loyalists and patriots alike. The phrase became a rallying cry 

for the patriots and, to this day, is synonymous with liberty. Henry declined an invitation to the 

Constitutional Convention and thought that the Constitution failed to protect the rights of 

individuals and states.  He stated of the Constitutional Convention, “I smell a rat!”, implying that 

26 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 289. 
27 Miranda, Lin Manuel. Hamilton: An American Musical. Atlantic Records, 2015, MP3.  
28 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 511.  



the convention was  He only supported it after the Bill of Rights was ratified.  Henry also 29

opposed Hamilton’s economic program, saying it was “subserviency of southern to northern 

interests”.  For the purposes of this committee, Patrick Henry is currently the state legislature 30

for Virginia. At present, he is an old man with a patriot’s heart and a legacy of being a wartime 

governor. He has gained the respect of many, including politicians and Revolutionary War 

veterans.  

Abigail Adams: Abigail is the wife of John Adams. She was a self-educated, independent 

woman who raised fourth children largely on her own due to John’s absence most of the time. 

However, historians know from the multitude of letters written by her to John that she was not 

the typical colonial housewife; indeed, Abigail was knowledgable and advocated for a variety of 

issues, including women’s rights and the abolition of slavery. In one letter, Abigail famously 

entreated her husband to “remember the ladies” - that is, the ideas of the American Revolution 

should not only apply to men but women as well. Abigail also supported women’s education. In 

regards to Hamilton, Abigail shared her husband’s dislike and was personally disgusted by the 

Reynolds Affair; it was later recalled by a friend that during a carriage ride, Abigail “‘dwelt on 

the licentiousness of Hamilton’s character in regard to the female sex’”.  John Adams ran 31

against Thomas Jefferson in 1796 and won; during the election, the Anti-Federalist press claimed 

that Abigail had been too outspoken about several issues - it was not a “woman’s place.” Her 

feminist views are a big part of her legacy.  32

29 Meade, Robert Douthat. “Patrick Henry.” Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., n.d. 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Patrick-Henry.  
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31 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 536.  
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Charles Lee: Charles Lee was a Revolutionary War general, second-in-command to General 

Washington.“He was a talented but impossibly temperamental man who believed devoutly in his 

own military genius”.  Lee had always been a critic of Washington, believing he was not 33

qualified to be commander-in-chief (and that he should lead the army instead).  Lee was 34

captured by the British in late 1776 and spent 16 months in captivity, during which he may or 

may not have become a traitor. Hamilton disagreed with Lee on military strategy and disliked his 

sharp criticism of  Washington (“General Washington was not fit to command a sergeant's 

guard”). Only a few months after being released from captivity, Lee was ordered by Washington 

to engage with retreating British troops at Monmouth; Hamilton was ordered to scout Lee and 

found he and his troops retreating. Frustrated, Washington ordered Lee to the back lines and later 

gave him a court-martial; Hamilton testified against Lee and Lee was suspended from duty. 

Interestingly, Aaron Burr sympathized with Lee and he criticized Washington as well; Burr felt 

Lee was in the right. Lee didn’t stop there - he continued his attacks on Washington in the 

newspapers, making both John Laurens and Hamilton quite irate. Laurens challenged Lee to a 

duel to defend Washington’s honor, and Hamilton served as Laurens’s second. Laurens shot Lee 

in side; the duel ended with Lee apologizing for his words against Washington.  Lee was 35

remembered for his debacle at the Battle of Monmouth, and Washington was praised for turning 

the near defeat into a draw. For the purposes of this committee, Charles Lee survived his episode 

with tuberculosis in 1782.  

33 Chernow, Alexander Hamilton, 113.  
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Samuel Adams: Samuel Adams was more fiery and rambunctious than his lethargic second 

cousin, John. Samuel’s father, a preacher, used his position to organize Boston politicians in the 

cause of liberty. Samuel would usually attend these meetings with his father.  Samuel was a 36

strong opponent of British taxation. In 1756, he was a tax collector in Boston but refused to 

collect the taxes for the British government. Adams also was instrumental in organizing the 

Boston Tea Party and was the founder of Boston’s Committee of Correspondence, which spread 

news of British misdeeds all over the colonies. Ironically, John Adams chose to defend the 

British soldiers involved in the Boston Massacre while Samuel Adams publicized the incident as 

an odious misdeed. However, both men were signatories of the Declaration of Independence.  37

After the war, Samuel attended the Constitutional Convention, where he and Patrick Henry 

represented “local leaders” and “asserted the sovereignty of the states”.  Samuel wanted a small 38

federal government that reserved most of the power for the states. Adams had fought hard to gain 

liberty from Britain and was not going to trust so much governmental power in a Congress, a 

faraway body which would likely descend into tyranny. Samuel and Patrick Henry were allied 

with Jefferson and the Anti-Federalists. Eventually, Samuel agreed to support the Constitution 

when Federalists promised they would add a Bill of Rights to the document once it was ratified 

by the states. Even in his old age, Adams was being elected as the governor of Massachusetts in 

1794. Adams stayed politically active until 1797, when he retired due to his health.  Adams 39

36 “Samuel Adams.” American Battlefield Trust, June 18, 2019. 
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39 “Samuel Adams.” American Battlefield Trust, June 18, 2019. 
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/samuel-adams.  

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/samuel-adams
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/samuel-adams
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/samuel-adams


remained fiery throughout his life and always stood up for his beliefs. He was known for taking 

action when no one else did and he believed liberty should be preserved for the people.  
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a. Pacificus-Helvidius Debates: (primary resources) 

https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/hamilton-the-pacificus-helvidius-debates-of-1793-

1794  

2. Eliza Hamilton: 

a. https://www.biography.com/news/alexander-hamilton-eliza-schuyler-love-story-

marriage  

3. Angelica Church: 

a. https://www.newnetherlandinstitute.org/history-and-heritage/dutch_americans/an

gelica-schuyler-church1/  

4. Thomas Jefferson: 

a. https://www.monticello.org/thomas-jefferson/a-day-in-the-life-of-jefferson/i-rise-

with-the-sun/  

5. Aaron Burr: 

a. https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/VP_Aaron_Burr.ht

m  

6. James Madison: 

a. https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/james-madison/  

7. John Laurens: 
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a. https://www.intellectualtakeout.org/blog/did-alexander-hamilton-have-love-affair-

john-laurens  

b. https://www.thoughtco.com/john-laurens-biography-4171533 

8. Hercules Mulligan: 

a. https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/hercules-mulligan 

b. https://www.cia.gov/news-information/featured-story-archive/2016-featured-story

-archive/the-legend-of-hercules-mulligan.html 

9. Marquis de Lafayette: 

a. https://www.history.com/news/10-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-marquis-d

e-lafayette  

10. James Monroe: 

a. https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Monroe  

11. John Jay: 

a. http://www.columbia.edu/cu/libraries/inside/dev/jay/biography.html  

12. John Adams: 

a. https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Adams-president-of-United-States  

13. Patrick Henry: 

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/founders/patrick-henry/ 

14. Abigail Adams: 

a. https://bwht.org/abigail-adams/ 

b. http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/doc?id=L17760331aa  

15. Charles Lee:  
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16. Samuel Adams:  

a. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samuel-Adams  
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